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My Blog
Here, I intend to write articles about subjects close to my heart.
News

‘Watch out for news announcements, which I'll make here too.
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« Some frightening figures on asbestos in schools
+ Sobering statistics on asbestos-related teacher deaths
+ An offer of a free ATAC audit for your school.

The Asbestos Testing And Consulting association (ATAC) has been in operation for over 20 years
and represents specialist companies throughout the UK and overseas. ATAC’s members offer
independent impartial advice on all aspects of asbestos management, remediation and removal.

One of the sectors in which their members work in is the education sector. And they say that there
is still a problem with asbestos management in schools. Indeed the latest figures show that the
numbers of school teachers dying from the asbestos-related cancer mesothelioma has increased.

Actually the numbers have increased year on year since occupational records listing mesothelioma
began in 1980. A total of 223 school teachers (including those retired and up to 75 years of age)
have died of mesothelioma since 1980. It is known that in addition teachers have aiso died of
mesothelioma above the age of 75. Numbers are therefore under-reported. And, perhaps more
worryingly, there are no statistics on the incidences of such carcinomas amongst children and
attributable o attendance in schools with asbestos problems.

London schools will be aware that there are serving teachers who are engaged, by the NUT for
example, on health and safety initiatives in schools to rid them of asbestos. Apparently CLASP
schools are the ones which pos the greatest risk. See

www hise gov.uk/services/education/claspeuidance.pdf but there is a lot more online.

The good news is that ATAC have been carrying out free audils in schools to review asbestos
management. When budgets are tight that could be useful! And it will help to answer if your
school is safe for staff and pupils and whether it complies with updated regulations.

If your school wishes to take part then headteachers should get in touch with ATAC. The audits
are free and are carricd out by ATAC’s members. Any data collected will be anonymised. The
audits cause minimal disruption to the school and any assistance required can be provided by the
ATAC members to ensure that staff and pupils are safe.

Meanwhile union reps tell us that every school should have (1) an asbestos management plan, (2)
an asbestos register, and (3) an asbestos survey.

Please contact Ian Stone at ATAC ian.stone/@atac.org.uk or visit ATAC’s
website at www.atac.org.uk for further details.
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